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Our forensic staff, exceeding
over 100 years combined ex-
perience, includes registered
geophysicists and a board certi-
fied medicolegal death investi-
gator.

We adhere to strict confidential-
ity and rules of evidence.

NON-INVASIVE, NON-
DESTRUCTIVE TECHNIQUES

It is our commitment to provide
law enforcement rapid on-site
response within 24 hours notice,
365 days a year.

INVESTIGATIONS

o« ACCURATE LOCATION OF BURIALS

o FIND METALIC, NON-METALIC OBJECTS;

o« TUNNELS; ARMS CACHES; EVIDENCE/OBJECTS IN
WALLS; UNEXPLODED ORDINANCE

o THROUGH-THE-WALL TRACKING OF PEOPLE

« MOST ANY SURFACE

FREE Telephone case consultation
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By JEANNE FREEMAN BROOKS
Staff Writer
housands of tourists likely have tramped
T over the graves of early San Diegans
who are lying under a concrete sidewalk
in Old Town — proving once again there is no
rest for the weary, nor, sometimes, dignity.
But more than half a century after city fa-
thers carted off grave markers and laid down a
road — San Diego Avenue — directly on top
of one end of El Campo Santo cemetery, Law-
rence Riveroll has begun seeking the lost.
Last week, thanks to a recent $50,000 com-

M’Db!’s a

‘munity development block grant to the Histor-

ical Shrine Foundation of San Diego, modern
science was brought in to help.

Geophysicists began looking for old bones
and coffins with techniques developed to find
oil and mineral deposits — deep, penetrating
radar and electromagnetic measurements.

Riveroll, whose interest sparked the ef-
forts, says 447 people are known to have been
buried under the olive trees in the old Catholic
cemetery — including “Irish, English, Mexi-
can, We have Germans, [talians.”

From 1849 to 1897, the dead were buried
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in El Csmp Santo (“The Holy Field") acoordi.ng
to their rank in life. High ground was favored.

i\ans and the poor were buried at the
base of the cemetery,” according to Riveroll,
“while the elite were up on the hill.”

Over time, all got lost. The plot map was
misplaced, Markers were removed. Meticu-
lous scrutiny of old photographs and other
clues have led to the rediscovery of only a
handful of graves.

See Cemetery on Page B-8
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